More Horsepower Works Wonders for Dufurrenas

SHYBM3 14 3\0H

Ed and Branden Dufwrrena

t's happening, like Ed Dufurrena, 41, hoped it would

whien he bit the bullet and moved to Texas.

“| made the decision that if you were going to cut,
you nead to go whene the action is and try to make it
or go and do something elsa. This i where the good
horses and good trainers are,” Dufumena said.

Dufurrena, a former pro saddle bronc rider who
Ives near Gainesville, Texas, and his two chil-
dren had a whale of a time at the NCHA Summer
apectacular. Ed finished ninth in the NCHA Derby
with a 219 and eamed 517,247 on Auspicious
Cat (High Brow Cat x Lenas O Lady x Peppy
=an Badger), a stallion owned by the Dos Cats
Partnership.

Brandon, 23, had a sizding 225 in the Derby
Mon-Pro semifinals and then wound wup 17th {eam-
ing &7.675) on Miss Ella Rey (Dual Rey x Huges
Olena x Smart Chic Olena), the mare who camied
him to the MCHA Super Stakes finals and was ridden
by his dad to the Derby Open semifinals.

Rieta Dufurrena, 16, was third in the Senior Youth
with a 221 on Pala Face Jose (CD Odena x Joses
Dually), owned by Dustin and Deena Adams, Dublin,
Texas.

The 225 by Brandon came on Shona Dufurrena’s
birthday. The family went out to eat prior to

Erandon's semifinals run and he asked, “Mom, what
do you want for your birthday." She replied, | want
you to have a good run and make the finals." After
the run, he gave her @ big hug and said, “Happy
birthday, Mom?!"

Ed Dufurrena, whose mounts had eamed
3394 940 since 1998, knew the way from
Gainesville to Fort Worth's 'Will Rogers Coliseum.

“But this is the first time I've come with two really
good horses,” he said. “Like a lot of paople, what
saparates them is raw horsepower. The couple of
horses | have right now, | can have a little bobble
and =fill advance. The horses | had before, | had to
show them as good as they possibly could be just to
barely advance.”

Ed Dufwrmena & an only child whose parents,

Don and Joan, stll live north of Winnemucca, Mew.,
wherz he grew up on a big ranch that ran around
2,500 mama cows. His dad was the ranch manager.

Starting with high school, he rodeced around 15
years. He received associate degrees in agricultural
business and animal science from West Hills College,
Coalinga, Calif., and eamed a bachebor's degrea in
busingss administration with a minor in finance from
Southwest Oklahoma State in Weatherford, Okla.

He had ridden horses bareback, but specialized
in saddle broncs during his five-year pro career and
also rode some reined cow horses. Than, someons
brought him a 2-year-old and insisted that they
neaded to makea it a cutting horsa.

“| didn't know much about it, but | went to
researching it," Dufuwrrena said. 1 spent time with
Paul Hansma, Russ Miller and a little bit of time
with Todd Bimat."

He worked a year for Steve Urry in Ltah, then
went to the LKC Ranch in Colorado for several years.
He has been in Texas and on his own for around five
YEars.

| was real blessed,” he said. "1 had clients in
Litah and California, and when | went out on my
own, they sent me horses. And | had about a year's
cushion when the LKC Ranch dispersed their horsas
and | spant a year selling them.

“| leased 500 acres near Saint Jo and brought all
the horses with me. | was here one year from the

day when | bought some property 1 1/2 miles out-
side the city limits of Gainesville.”

He, his wife Shona, and the children have built
evarything on the proparty, from the fance up - a
42-horse bam, a large cutdoor pen, an indoor arena
and a primary residence that's still under construc-
tion.

Miss Ella Rey, who came from the LEC, was
a golden purchase. She had prior eamings of
349 819, with 537,757 eamad by Brandon
Dufurrena. They were third at the 2008 Brazos Bash
and fourth at the recent NCHA Super Stakes, and Ed
Dufurrena captured the 4-Year-Old Derby at The Mon
Pro im June.

The partnership that owns Auspicious Cat origi-
nally owned two stallions, hence the name “Dos,”
but sodd Cashin In On The Cat to Jose Sigala during
the Summer Spectacular. The Dufurrenas have sev-
eral good mares and try to raise three or four babies
a year. Although Ed Dufurrena said he loves the High
Brow Cats, they can't afford the breeding fes, and
he's pleased that the stallion’s sons also are proving
themselves as sires. They weare able to breed a mare
to Metallic Cat this year.

Ed Dufurrena said Brandon has talked of going
professional some day, but has chosen to remain
non-professional for the time being.

“Cur ranch wouldn't run without him," Dufurmena
said. “He takes care of all the cattle and puts up a
litthe hiay. Tham are constant projects, maintananca
and building that we've got going. Plus, he rides his
own horses. Right now, | think he is comfortable to
go to the majors and show a couple of good horses.”

Brandon said, “This is basically all | do. We don't
really sell too many of them. We just plug along on
our own. This is my first Derby. it's been a great
year. | couldn't ask for mom.”

Ed Dufurrena is adamant about his priorities.

“My main goal is build my little ranch, raise a
great family and have the opportunity to ride hors-
es," he said. I love cutting, and every time | show,

I try to win. But that isn't what rules my life. Thara
amne a lot of important things in life, including tha
fact that | am unwilling to destroy a horse to try and
win.” —REE




